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Letter from the Head of SchoolLetter from the Head of School
At the Village School of North Bennington, we recognize
that the phrase “it takes a village” could not be more
true. We are deepening that connection with with an 
instructional approach called Place-Based Education
(PBE) which robustly links students with their community
and environment. 

We believe our students’ strong understanding of their
local history, culture, economy and ecology becomes a
springboard for broader and deeper learning across 
disciplines.  Students benefit from real-world experience
and a hands-on approach, which in turn increases their
engagement and community impact and enables more success.  We believe
those benefits partner well with academic and intellectual rigor and with active,
responsible citizenship.

Part of our place-based work in each grade is a continuing study of Paran Creek.
Current projects include tracking wildlife with a trail camera, exploring how
bringing the railway to the village impacted the landscape of creek and community,
and observing and creating artistic representations of Lake Paran through the
seasons. Students have an extended engagement with the lake, making multiple
trips into the community or down to the water for research.  We plan to 
continue building on the PBE curriculum, making it a strong part of a Village
School education.

The Village School is a special place, and with help from all of you, we’re working
to make it even better. 

Warm regards,

Tim Newbold



Media and TechnologyMedia and Technology
In 2018, the Village School convened
a technology committee to consider
classroom use of digital devices and
media. We also invited the community
to see the documentary Screenagers,
which explores the impact of social
media and screen time on children.
We want our students to be discerning
consumers and active producers of
content if they are going to use these
powerful digital tools. 

Students in 2nd through 6th grade
have Chromebooks to enhance class-
room work and for age-appropriate
technology lessons, and iPads are
available as needed for creative work. 

The library is now home to a mini makerspace for hands-on experimentation,
building and collaboration.  Makerspaces help students develop 21st century
skills in science, technology, engineering, arts, and math. Here they can use a 3-D
printer, a vinyl cutter, a DSLR or a GoPro camera, a video editor, and they can
build robots using LEGO®, Raspberry Pi or other materials.  

Using Design to CommunicateUsing Design to Communicate
The Village School's upper grade art classes
work on art-based solutions for real-world
problems. The school's new doorbell 
system, installed as part of the safety and 
security initiative, presented a perfect challenge. 

Sixth graders designed buzzer frames that
would add a sense of fun and of welcome for
the school community. Their designs also had
to be lightweight, waterproof, and take glare
into account so office staff can see who is at
the door. 

Materials used included foam-core, wood, 
joint compound, and acrylic paint. The various
frames will be displayed on rotation through
the year.



Our MissionOur Mission
Children are at the heart of all we do.  We nurture a child’s curiosity, ignite 
enthusiasm for exploring, develop tools for inquiry, for invention, and for
achievement.  We welcome families into a community-wide collaboration to
help our children grow into their best selves — responsible citizens and 
stewards of the greater world, makers of the future.

Our Aims
• We believe in recognizing individual 

strengths and needs, and in feeding 

each child’s creative charge and 

growing academic skill.

• We emphasize respect and responsible 

citizenship to nurture the child’s 

participation in the life of the class 

and the community.

• A commitment to education has deep roots in the village.  We appreciate the 

breadth of local resources in history, human experience and geography, 

and we use these to make each child’s experience meaningful.

• We strive to show students their efforts and ideas in a greater context – of 

time, of culture, of landscape, of the planet.

• Families and visitors alike remark on the sense of welcome throughout the 

school. We have a public mission – to serve all the children of the district – and    

warmly receive other children and their families into our school community.

One aim of a Village School education, nurturing “respect and responsible 
citizenship,” means encouraging participation in the life of the class, of the 
community, and, as students mature, of the greater world.  The large themes of
participation and responsibility are woven into many classroom lessons.

Pat Gibbons notes how civics brings those lessons alive for her 4th grade class.  
Students learn about the three branches of government. They
sit in the classroom as if they were in the House of Represen-
tatives, the Senate, the congressional leadership (with
Speaker of the House, Vice-President, and Secret Service), or
the executive cabinet with the President, Secretary of State
and the Secretary of the Treasury.  Adults in the classroom
are government’s judicial branch.  To honor Constitution Day
on September 17th, they study and memorize the preamble
to the U.S. constitution, reciting it each morning led by the
“Speaker of the House.” Students become familiar with
many aspects of our government, knowledge further 
expanded by discussions of current events.

Civics and CommunityCivics and Community



The year offers many opportu-
nities for civics and history 
lessons. Village School classes
march in the Bennington Veterans
Day parade and include veterans
at an annual assembly.  At the 
Memorial Day parade, students
have delivered Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg Address and both
new and traditional poems. 
During presidential elections,
students run a mock election.

At the annual bake sale fundraiser at the Bennington Monument, students dress
as American colonials to sell their “wares” at the market.  It’s important that
they learn the significance of the struggles of the Patriots and the history of the
formation of our young nation, adding a solid dimension to their civics education.

Using sources such as old Bennington Banner articles, 4th grade students “make
the acquaintance” of several generations who lived at North Bennington’s 

Park-McCullough House.  They consider
world events and daily life from the 
Gold Rush onward from the perspective
of those “Big House” residents.  Village
institutions initiated by that family like
the library, water system, fire station,
and train depot figure in the discussion, 
showing the impact an individual or a
family can have.

Fourth graders read novels and biographies
about immigration and consider why so
many people have been motivated to 
endure difficult times to become citizens 
of our country.  The year-end field trip is 
to New York’s Ellis Island and the Statue
of Liberty, where students learn and 

experience U.S. history in a way they will
never forget.

Family members may accompany their 4th grade 

students during the year-end field trip.



Exploring with Song

Singing is one avenue 2nd graders follow 
to explore the nation’s history, to instill civic
pride, and to enhance community support.
Songs like America the Beautiful, We Shall

Overcome, and The Star Spangled Banner

connect people and events from the past to
life today. Second graders sing daily in the
classroom, at monthly assemblies, and in
the community, as when they visit the 
Vermont Veterans Home or deliver 
collected goods to a local food shelf. 

Community Citizenship

Kathleen Backus is passionate about teaching what citizenship means in the
school and within the community. Third graders begin to see themselves as
members of an increasingly wider circle of society. Each morning class meeting 
includes a discussion of shared values and character. Students have classroom
jobs which help them understand their shared responsibility for their classroom

space and keep the community
running as a team. At class meet-
ings, the group solves problems
and learns that each opinion and
point of view matters. These 
lessons complement topics in
civics and Vermont history, specif-
ically the past versus the present,
and the development of American
culture from the contributions of
people of many backgrounds.  

National Law Day
Attorney and Village School parent 
John Lamson visited on National Law Day,
May 1, for a workshop and discussion
with 3rd through 6th graders on the roles
of law and of the courts in upholding the
rights and freedoms of Americans.



State Capital Visit
Samantha Strubel’s 5th graders
learn about state government and
their rights and duties as citizens.
They visit Montpelier; for many, it
is a first trip to Vermont’s capital.
Students prepare by learning about
the state legislative process and 
developing their own ideas for a
bill.  They visit the State House and
learn more about how a bill becomes
law. They also visit the Supreme
Court to participate in a mock trial. 

Participation and Leadership
Wendy Wilson’s 6th grade civics curriculum digs deeper into the rights of 
citizenship and encourages civic leadership and action. Students explore practical
aspects and responsibilities such as the importance of writing letters to elected
officials and law enforcement as a way to communicate and raise concerns or
offer praise. “Democracy in action” lessons help them understand that written
language is powerful.  They see they have a voice that can make a difference by
ensuring that people in positions of power and governance hear those who
elect them.

Village Portraits ProjectVillage Portraits Project
The 2018 Village Portraits are a living 
history project created by the 5th graders.
The portraits, now on display at school,
show and tell the stories of nine residents
whose work shapes the character of our
community. 

In teams, students visited the residents’
workplaces, interviewing them about
their work and appreciating its role in 
village life.  The interviews became
written portraits.  Then, working with 

the teaching artists of Vermont Arts Exchange — Gabrielle Rynes, Katrina Hastings,
Matthew Perry and assistants — students drew, carved, cut foam and painted,
creating portraits of the residents and the local organizations and businesses
through which each serves the community.

Lead teaching artist Gabrielle Rynes explains, “The students were encouraged to

explore the notion that everyone has a story, one much deeper than they might

learn by observation.”



The Village School  Board of Trustees
Judie Brower  
Jeb Gorham
Christopher Harlow
Ernest Lafontaine
Thom Loubet
Sue Maguire
Brian McKenna

Don McKenna
Erin McKenny
Brian Murphy
Darrin Smith
Jill Van Orden 
Meg Woolmington, Chair
Tim Newbold, Head of School

The Friends of the Village School (FVS) organization provides enjoyable and enriching oppor-

tunities for students, families and the community at-large. Volunteers help with special

events and projects and also engage in fundraising that directly supports classrooms and 

student experiences. Join Us! More at vsnb.org or email friends@vsnb.org

The Village School of North Bennington
9 School Street / PO Box 847  North Bennington, VT 05257

(802) 442-5955   info@vsnb.org

www.vsnb.org
The Village School of North Bennington is a charitable 501(c)(3) organization.

Thanks to all who provided photos for this year’s report, and especially to 

Pat Gibbons, Mike and Idena Beach and Ozgur Seyben for their contributions. 

Finances Finances 
For the school year 2017-2018, which ended on June 30, 2018, 117
district-resident students attended the Village School of North Bennington
at a tuition cost of $14,730 per child. 

Summary from Audit for the 2017-18 School Year 
Revenues:

Tuition (Payments from the School District and Tuitioning Families) $1,771,970
Special education services (Payments for Special Education Services) $276,195 
Lunch program revenue                                                                                                 $60,642 
Other program income (Before and After School and Pre-K) $155,416 
Fundraising activities  (Events, Annual Campaign, Gifts) $72,661
Interest income $182

Total Operating Revenues                                                                        $2,337,066

Expenses and Losses:
Regular instructional program (Salaries, Benefits, and Supplies) $1,117,778
Special education (Reimbursable Costs for Special Education) $306,300
Special education (Unreimbursable Costs for Special Education)                    $17,921
Other programs (Before and After School and Pre-K) $105,561
Administration (Salaries, Benefits, Services) $292,407
Plant operations and services (Salaries, Benefits, Utilities, Lease) $286,396       
Food Service (Contract to Lunch Program Provider) $73,937

Total Expenses and Losses                                                                       $2,200,300      

Increase in Net Assets                                                                                    $136,766


