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August 22, 2019 
 
Welcome Back Village School Families! 
 
I hope you are enjoying a wonderful summer and quality time with family and friends. The start of school is just around the 
corner, and it’s an exciting time for all of us as we get ready to learn and grow together!  We are welcoming to our team some 
terrific new faculty and staff, including Sixth Grade Teacher Liz Muller and Special Education Teacher Julie Hoyt. Their 
biographical information is on our website at www.vsnb.org, along with a complete list of faculty and staff. You will have the 
opportunity to meet the team during the First Day Celebration on September 4th, and during an Open House Night on 
September 25th. Additional details about these dates, and other important back-to-school information, start on the 
reverse side of this letter. I encourage you to read these details in full and also review the Village School Student and Family 
Handbook at www.vsnb.org/handbooks.  
 
Before moving on to the FAQs, I’d  like to take a moment to share an educational approach that our school will focus on this 
year. You may have seen or heard the phrase Growth Mindset. It is based on research carried out by Stanford University 
psychologist Dr. Carol Dweck, and it teaches that intelligence is not fixed—just because someone is not good at something, or 
doesn’t know how to do something, doesn’t mean it can’t be learned with effort and practice. Growth Mindset encourages 
students, teachers and parents to focus on the process of learning.  
 
We look forward to teaching students that mistakes are expected and respected; they are valuable in that they are proof of trying to 
learn something new. Our job as teachers is then to review the mistakes with students and help them correct their mistakes the 
next time around. Village School students will have the opportunity to learn that the more they challenge their brain by doing 
difficult things, the more they will learn. We plan to talk with students about Growth Mindset throughout the year, and, from 
time to time, we will provide you with tools and resources to use at home. Ultimately, we hope our students will come to 
understand that their talents and abilities can be developed through taking risks, effort,  
and persistence.  
 
We also will build on the Responsive Classroom concept, which is an approach to teaching that several of our teachers use 
already. It has proven successful for more than 20 years in fostering an environment where students can learn at their best by 
taking care of themselves, each other, and the school. Responsive Classroom practices—such as the “Morning Meeting” and 
teaching students communication skills and positive behaviors like responsibility, empathy, cooperation and self-control—enable 
students to thrive not only academically but also socially and emotionally.  
 
On behalf of the faculty and staff, thank you for entrusting your child(ren) with us. Education is a partnership with families, and, 
with your help and support, it will be a fantastic school year! Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me if you have questions, 
comments, or ideas for ways we can continue to make the Village School the best it can be for everyone. I look forward to 
greeting you on September 4 and spending time with you at the parade and school-wide barbecue lunch (as a reminder, the 
barbecue lunch is free and open to students and their families). Enjoy the remaining summer days! 
 
Warmest regards, 
Timothy J. Newbold 
Head of School  

http://www.vsnb.org/handbooks


 

Village School First Day Celebration - Wednesday, September 4th 
 

Wednesday, September 4 is the first official day of school for all grades except Pre-K*, and it is a half day (no After Care is 
available). The school will open at 8 a.m., and classes begin promptly at 8:15 a.m. and dismiss at 11:30 a.m. We encourage 
students to wear their Village School T-shirts. If your student needs a new T-shirt, they will be on sale for $10 in the lobby. We 
will kick off the annual parade around the village at 10:30 a.m., leaving from the basketball court area. Families and friends are 
welcome to join in the festivities, and then stay on for a free barbecue luncheon to follow.  
 
Following the First Day Celebration, the McCullough Library will hold its back-to-school event featuring a bounce house from 
1-2:30 p.m. The library will be open from 1-8 p.m., and it is encouraging anyone who does not have a library card to sign up for 
one by entering them into a drawing for a Kindle Fire or a gift card to a local bookstore.  
 
*Pre-K students do not start school until Thursday, September 5. Pre-K students are welcome to come to school for the First Day 
Celebration, as long as they are accompanied by a parent/guardian.  
 

Village School Policies and Procedures for 2019-2020 
 

Please refer to The Village School Student and Family Handbook at www.vsnb.org/handbooks  
for complete information about the school’s policies and procedures.   

 
Online Registration: All students must be officially registered by September 4th. You should have received a letter in the mail 
and/or an email with your login and password information from the school’s electronic management system called TeacherEase. 
If you haven't received this notice or need assistance, please contact Office Coordinator, Tammy Carpenter, at info@vsnb.org or 
442-5955. Online registration takes about 15 minutes and is best done on a computer or tablet, not a smartphone. Laptops will 
be available at the school’s main office on the first day of school for anyone who needs help with online registration. If you prefer 
a hardcopy registration packet, please contact Ms. Carpenter.  
 
North Bennington Graded School District (NBGSD) Residency Documents: NBGSD residents are required to complete a 
North Bennington Residency Affidavit and supply two proofs of residency every year. The form and a list of acceptable proofs 
are available at www.vsnb.org/forms.  
 
Field Trip Chaperones: Field trip chaperones and drivers are both required to complete a Vermont Criminal Background 
Check Release form each year. Additionally, field trip drivers are required to provide a copy of their driver’s license, the driver’s 
car registration, and the current insurance policy showing bodily injury liability coverage for $100,000/$300,000. These 
requirements are listed at www.vsnb.org/forms.  

 
Parking and Drop-off/Pick-up: Parking can be tricky during the morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up times. To keep the 
students safe and to make the process as easy as possible for everyone, we ask that you follow these guidelines: 1. Do not drop 
off or pick up students in the street. If you are using School Street, please fully park your vehicle in a parking space before 
letting your student exit or enter the vehicle.  2. Please use the Drop-Off Zone on Church Street (behind the school) to drop 
off and pick up (note: there is no parking here at anytime, as this is a fire lane). There will be a staff member posted at the 
Drop-Off Zone from 8:00 - 8:15 a.m. to assist students with drop-off. 3. The lobby doors will be locked at 8:15 a.m. and 
tardy students will need to ring the doorbell at the front door. 4. The parking lot located on School Street is for Staff Only 
during the hours of 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Please do not park here or use it as a drop-off/pick-up zone during these hours. Thank 
you all for your cooperation and assistance in making the drop-off and pick-up times safer for our students.   

 
Morning Procedures: The lobby doors open and 8 a.m., and students are asked to be in their classrooms and ready to learn by 
8:15 a.m. Morning gym begins at 7:45 a.m., and students enter through the gym door. Breakfast is available for $1.50 for 
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students. A September menu is available at www.vsnb.org, and a hard copy will be given to students during the first week of 
school.  
 
Tardy, Absent or Early Dismissal: If your student arrives at school after 8:15 a.m., he or she will need to ring the doorbell 
located at the front door and then go to the main office to sign in before going to class.  If your student will be very tardy, please 
contact the office at 802-442-5955 or info@vsnb.org.  If your student will be absent, please contact the office at 802-442-5955 or 
info@vsnb.org. If your student will need to be dismissed early from school, please send a signed note to the main office or email 
info@vsnb.org.  The office staff will communicate all of the above to your student’s teacher.  
 
Afternoon Procedures: The school day ends at 3:00 p.m. For students in Pre-K through Grade 1, parents/guardians (or an 
authorized individual listed on your student’s Emergency Contacts form and/or provided to the school office in writing) need to 
pick up the students from their classrooms at 3:00 p.m. Students in Grades 2-6 may leave their classrooms independently to meet 
their parents/guardians in the lobby or outside. The school building will be locked at 3:15 p.m. each day, and students are not 
permitted to remain in the building unless they are enrolled in an official After School program or are participating in an activity 
supervised by an adult.  
 
Extended Pre-K and K-6 Before/After Care Programs: As a service to families, we operate these programs on all full school 
days, but not on half-days. Before/After Care Programs begin on Thursday, September 5. A registration packet will be sent home 
to each student the first week of school.  
 

Extended Pre-K - Early Drop-off  7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.: $6.00 per day, per student 
Extended Pre-K - Late Pick-up 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.: $10.00 per day, per student 
K - 6 Before Care 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.: $6.00 per day, per student ($8.00 drop-in) 
K - 6 After Care - Begins at 3:00 p.m: 

Pick up before 4:15 p.m. $6.00 per day, per student ($8.00 drop in) 
Pick up after 4:15 p.m. $12.00 per day, per student ($14.00 drop-in) 
 

Pre-registration for the week is required by 8:30 a.m. each Monday to lock in the above rates. Drop-ins for After Care will be 
allowed on a daily basis for K-6 students at the higher rate, but parents/guardians must inform the Main Office of their needs 
prior to 2:30 p.m. Drop-ins will not be allowed for Pre-K students unless the parent/guardian has made separate arrangements 
with Pre-K staff. More details, as well as a registration form, are available at the main office and on the school’s website. If you 
have any questions, please contact Student and Employee Relations Coordinator, Rachel Maher, at rmaher@vsnb.org. 
 
Facilities Update: Thank you to Judie Stone and Olivia Brownell for their hard work this summer cleaning the building 
thoroughly from top to bottom in preparation for students’ return. We also appreciate the efforts of Bob Elwell in maintaining 
the school grounds. Additionally, we are excited to share that the upstairs girls’ bathroom has been renovated in time for the new 
school year, thanks to the investment of the North Bennington Graded School District. 
 
Please visit the school’s website at www.vsnb.org/calendar for the official school calendar. A hardcopy calendar will be 
provided to each student at the start of school.  
 
Save the Dates: 
•The North Bennington Community Block Party - Sunday, Sept. 8th from 4:30-7:30 p.m. at Park McCullough House 
•Village School “Welcome Back” Potluck Dinner and Bonfire at Lions Park  - Friday, Sept. 13 at 5:00 p.m.  
•Open House at the Village School - Sept. 25 at 6:30 p.m. 
•Troy Wunderle’s Big Top Adventures Circus Residency - Oct. 7-11 (during school hours, with an evening event on October 11) 
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