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[ OUR MISSION OUR MISSION \ 
Children are at the heart of all we do. We nurture a child's curiosity, ignite  
enthusiasm for exploring, develop tools for inquiry, for invention, for achievement. 
We welcome families into a communitywide collaboration to help our children 
grow into their best selves—responsible citizens and stewards of the greater 
world, makers of the future.



Letter from the Head of SchoolLetter from the Head of School
                                                    Writing this letter fresh on the heels of our weeklong   
                                                    circus residency with Big Top Adventures gives me a  
                                                    chance to express how fun this experience was for our     
                                                    students as they honed their skills and grew their  
                                                    selfconfidence. Fun is not a word used in education     
                                                    as often as it should be, but it is a term intentionally  
                                                    included in the Village School Constitution (along  
                                                    with Kindness, Respect, and Safety).  
 
                                                    There is plenty of research on the benefits of playbased 
learning, and, in recent years, there has been a conceptual shift toward a playbased 
learning approach that acknowledges the combined benefits of play and traditional 
teaching.  
 
Knowing how to make learning enjoyable, engaging, and meaningful at all grade 
levels and in all subjects is something that Village School teachers do exceptionally 
well. This, along with their commitment to excellence, dedication to students’ well
being, and the “caring” and “nurturing” environment that typifies our school, are 
among the reasons Village School alumni have so many positive memories of their 
elementary school years.  
 
In January 2023, the Agency of Education announced preliminary statelevel  
assessment results, which Vermont schools, including the Village School, are  
required to administer. Overall, the results show that the COVID19 pandemic “likely 
continues to impact student learning,” according to the report. Our school has been 
working to counteract learning loss through more interventions both oneonone 
and in small groups, especially in reading and math. Our teachers are also increas
ingly differentiating instruction to meet students where they are at in their learning. 
And, as a whole school, we are continuing to invest in evermoreeffective instruc
tional materials and resources.  
 
Thanks to generous donors and community support, state and federal grants, and 
the dedication of our faculty and staff, our school has had ample resources to  
anchor and steady it through the challenges of recent years. Prudent management of 
these resources through the school's fiscally responsible Board and leadership have 
also helped steward these resources to ensure that there is a rainyday fund for un
expected future challenges. 
 
As the Village School approaches its 10year anniversary, with thoughtful  
strategic planning and sound financial investment and growth, we will be able to  
continue to provide our community’s children with exceptional—and, yes, fun—
learning experiences and opportunities that fulfill the Village School mission of 
"helping our children grow into their best selves."   
Warm Regards, 

Tim Newbold 
  
  



Inspiring Programs and Presenters Enhance Educational Opportunities  
“We loved the circus performance ! We are fortunate and grateful to have our kids 
at the Village School.”   – from parents Julie Blackwood and Kathryn Montovan

Tradtions Abound  
Traditions are an important part of a  
Village School experience. Students 
and staff value participating in the 
Bennington Veterans Day Parade  
followed by a schoolwide assembly 
honoring veterans with tributes, 
poems, and songs. 

Joyful Learning  
Using playful materials and activities 
engages students in their learning. 
Pictured here, a second grader uses 
Bananagrams to practice spelling her 
vocabulary words.  



Reflections from a 6th Grader                                              Reflections from a 6th Grader                                              
My name is Aaliyah Gibson. I came to the Village School in fourth grade from a 
school that didn’t have the help I needed. So as soon as I got here, I started get
ting the help I truly needed. VSNB has the best teachers and the best staff, and 
every day I get to see my best friends, too. VSNB offers a lot of activities I wasn’t 
able to do in my other schools, like taking classes at Hiland Hall Gardens and 
programs like the Troy Wunderle Circus. We even get to raise fish in science 

class! It is interesting to see them grow.  
I have had struggles in the past with school, but  
people I know and love here have picked me up and 
helped me when I was down. In my sixth grade class, 
everyone is so kind and sweet. We have a great 
working environment and almost always get along 
really well. VSNB has made it fun to be at school and 
spend my days with this group of kids.  
I came here in a time during the pandemic, and it 
was hard for me to adjust to remote learning on  
top of meeting all my new classmates and teachers. 

All the staff pushed me to do my best, and I’m doing really well because of them. 
The VSNB staff is like my second family, and VSNB is a second home. I’ll be so 
sad to leave, but I’m also so happy to have had the chance to be here.  

 
Choosing a Community-based SchoolChoosing a Community-based School 

 

Zachary Smith is in his last year at the Village School. His parents,  
Tammy Carpenter and Darrin Smith, share their intergenerational view:  
We both attended the Village School when it was the North Bennington Graded 
School (NBGS). When we had children, we moved back to North Bennington so 
that our boys could experience the same benefits of a small, communitybased 
school that we ourselves enjoyed as kids. We love that the class sizes allow the 
staff to develop oneonone relationships with the students and that the school 
is immersed in all that North Bennington has to offer.  Perhaps the best part of 
having Sawyer and Zac attend the Village School is the fact that all four of us  
can say that our fourthgrade teacher was Ms. Gibbons!                                                            



Hands-on learning is a vital part 
of students' education.  
Teachers, students, and families are 
once again embracing memorable 
learning experiences outside the 
classroom. Whether farther afield 
(as in the Boston trip for sixth 
graders and the fourth grade trip to 
the VIA Aquarium) or closer to 
home at community treasures like 
the Park McCullough Historic  
Governor's Mansion, Lake Paran, 
local farms and the Robert Frost 
Stone House Museum at Benning
ton College—all these experiences 
deliver a host of positive social and 
academic benefits. 

Helping Students Learn Life SkillsHelping Students Learn Life Skills
The role of a school counselor is ever
changing, and, in the postpandemic 
world, there is an even greater under
standing of the importance of social and 
emotional learning (SEL). New School 
Counselor Pam Hubbs is working at all 
gradelevels on SEL lessons in self
awareness, interpersonal skills, and  
responsible decision making—laying an 
important foundation for safe and  
positive learning and enhancing  
students’ ability to succeed in life.  

The Return of the Field Trip!The Return of the Field Trip!   



Our Community as the CampusOur Community as the Campus  
Thanks to community-wide collaboration, the Village 

School educates students broadly, humanely, and wisely.
Experiencing the Joy of Gardening   
The benefits of student learning at 
the Hiland Hall Gardens go well  
beyond the practical application of 
math and science!  Students love 
learning to grow food, sampling 
creative fruit and vegetable recipes, 
and gaining deeper awareness of 
nature and the environment. Food 
grown by our students is provided 
to neighbors in need through HHG's 
partnership with Meals on Wheels.

Public Art Inspires the Village   
Our students have the opportunity 
to experiment with a wide range 
of art mediums, such as ceramics, 
paintings, prints, and sculptures. 
A student attending the Village 
School from PreK to 6th grade 
will enjoy an average of 280 art 
classes! Public art, such as the 
piece created here by fifth graders, 
is encouraged as part of the  
Vermont Arts Exchange focus on 
“weaving creativity into the  
fabric of the community.”

Strings Program, Band and Chorus  
Augment Music Education  
We believe a strong music program is essential 
to our students’ education and enrichment. 
Research shows that music education benefits 
students in myriad ways. Here are just a few:  
it enhances language development and problem 
solving, strengthens eye hand coordination, 
improves study habits, teaches teamwork, and 
encourages creative selfexpression. Perhaps 
most importantly, as we’ve seen first hand, 
music helps children grow in self esteem 
while building essential skills that will last a 
lifetime. 
 



Meeting Families' Needs  
Homework help, snacks, outdoor 
and gym activities, arts and crafts, 
and group games are all part of the 
safe and fun afterschool program 
that The Berkshire Family YMCA 
runs at the Village School.  

Service Learning Delivers Key Lessons  
Second graders contributed more than  
300 items to the community food shelf at  
St. John the Baptist Church, thanks to a 
schoolwide food drive. Second graders  
took responsibility for collecting, counting, 
and delivering the food in the spirit of  
helping others in the community.

Nurturing a Sense of Wonder for 30 Years  
Children learn science by observing the world 
around them, asking questions, and using all their 
senses to explore and investigate. As coordinator of 
our Four Winds Nature program (and ELF prior to 
that) for the past 30 years, Lois Davis and her  
group of dedicated volunteers have inspired  
hundreds of our community’s students, fostering 
both their sense of wonder and sense of place.

Best-selling children’s author 
engages students in her 
world-wide “Wish” project!  
“I collected some amazing 
WISHES! It has been an inspired 
two days. I so enjoyed visiting your 
classes. What an amazing,  
beautiful and hopeful school you 
have created.  Really world class!” 

Author Sandra Magsamen  
reading from her book 
I Wish, Wish, Wish for You

Our Community as the CampusOur Community as the Campus  
Thanks to community-wide collaboration, the Village 

School educates students broadly, humanely, and wisely.



The Village School  Board of Trustees 2022-2023The Village School  Board of Trustees 2022-2023  
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2022-2023 BUSINESS PARTNERS IN EDUCATION 
Thanks to all of these partners who are helping to support us this year. 

PLATINUM LEVEL: RCS Consulting, Inc. and Williams Financial LLC 
GOLD LEVEL: D.B. McKenna & Co, Inc. and The Bank of Bennington  
SILVER LEVEL: GlobalZ International 
BRONZE LEVEL: Adam’s Lock & Security; Danielle D. Fogarty, PLC;  Madrus Masonry LLC; Pangaea; Powers; 
Power Guru; The Studio on Main; West Oil Company  
SPONSORS: Bennington Express Lube, Car Wash & Repair; Bennington House of Tile; Bolio Propane Services; 
The Bennington Bookshop; and The Richards Group

The Village School of North Bennington 
9 School Street / PO Box 847  North Bennington, VT 05257 

(802) 4425955   info@vsnb.org 
www.vsnb.org 

The Village School of North Bennington is a charitable 501(c)(3) organization. 

Thanks to Idena & Michael Beach, Pat Gibbons, John Ulrich, and  
Leslie Koelker who provided photos for this year’s report.

Finances Finances     
For the school year 20212022, which ended on June 30, 2022, 110 indistrict K6 students 
attended the Village School of North Bennington at a tuition cost of $17,238 per child. The 
total enrollment, including PreK and outofdistrict students was 144.  Special thanks this 
year to the Village School community for helping to raise the most Development funds in 
our school’s history.  
Summary from Audit for the 2021-22 School Year  

Revenue:  
    Tuition (Payments from the school district and tuitioning families)                         $1,931,299 
    Special Education Services (Reimbursement from the SVSU)                                   $208,960  
    Food Services Income (We use a Food Service Management Company)                        $72,972 
    Other Program Income (PreK tuition)                                                                        $115,058       
    Development  (Fundraising, annual campaign, gifts)                                                 $102,196 
    Grants (State and Federal)                                                                                                              $37,168 
    Other Income (Rental, investments and interest )                                                 $13,906 

                                                                        Total  Revenue                       $2,481,559 
Expenses and Losses:  
    Regular Instruction (Salaries, benefits and supplies)                                 $1,064,263 
    Special Education Services (Salaries, benefits and supplies)                                   $375,951 
    Other Programs (Pre K instruction - salaries, benefits, supplies)                                 $86,783 
    Administration (Salaries, benefits and supplies)                                                       $392,526 
    Plant Operations and Services (Salaries, benefits, utilities and lease)                    $317,114        
    Food Service Costs (Contract fulfillment)                                                                      $72,195 
    Development (Events and annual campaign costs)                                                        $1,702                   

                                                                          Total Expenses                      $2,310,534  
Net Profit or Loss                                                                                            $171,025


